
 

MINUTES 

TOWN OF JUNO BEACH 

TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
September 8, 2020 

Council Chambers 

340 Ocean Drive 

 

PRESENT:   JASON HASELKORN, MAYOR 

     JIM LYONS, VICE MAYOR 

PEGGY WHEELER, COUNCILMEMBER 

STUART KATZ, COUNCILMEMBER 

 

ALSO PRESENT: JOSEPH LO BELLO, TOWN MANAGER 

LEONARD RUBIN, TOWN ATTORNEY 

ANTHONY MERIANO, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS  

PAUL FERTIG, MAJOR 

ANDREA DOBBINS, PROJECT COORDINATOR 

MATTHEW PAZANSKI, FINANCE DIRECTOR 

FRANK DAVILA, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & ZONING 

CAITLIN COPELAND, TOWN CLERK 

   

Audience:  

 

~ CALL TO ORDER – 5:30 PM 

~ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

~ ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, SUBSTITUTIONS TO THE AGENDA  

(Time: 4: 07 – 5:16) (TIME STAMP IS BASED OFF OF YOUTUBE VIDEO) 

  

1. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC (Time: 5:17 – 16:18) 

 

Public Comments Opened at 5:31pm. 

 

George Gentile (via Zoom), 2GHO, asked Council for a potential brief workshop to go 

over a new project being proposed on the corner of Donald Ross Road and US1. 

 

Council gave consensus to conduct a virtual Workshop on September 21st with the 

Planning and Zoning Board. 

 

Bob Hamilton, 220 Celestial Way, expressed his concerns about repairs being needed for 

the sidewalk surrounding Pelican Lake and asked Council and staff to put together a plan 

for the repair of the sidewalks. 

 

Dean Anthon, 481 Surfside Lane, introduced himself and commented on Item #10 and 

expressed his interest in being considered for the vacant seat on the Council. 

 

Public Comments Closed at 5:42pm. 

 

2. CONSENT AGENDA (Time: 16:19 – 16:34) 

All matters listed under Item 2, Consent Agenda, are considered to be routine by the 

Town Council and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.  There will be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_PuXDmZ2LQ&t=17s
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no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 

from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

A. Consider approving the August 26, 2020 Town Council Meeting Minutes 

B. Proclamation – Florida City Government Week 

C. Resolution 2020-08 – Rejection of Antisemitism 

 

MOTION: Lyons/Wheeler made a motion to approve the consent agenda as amended. 

 

ACTION: The motion passed 4-0. 

 

3. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING: ORDINANCE NO. 724 (Time: 16:35 

– 22:34) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF JUNO 

BEACH, FLORIDA, SETTING AND FIXING A MILLAGE RATE TO BE 

LEVIED AND SET FOR AND UPON ALL REAL PROPERTY WITHIN 

THE BOUNDARIES OF THE TOWN FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

COMMENCING OCTOBER 1, 2020 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 

2021; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS AND AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 (Finance Director Pazanski) 

 

A. Town Attorney Read Ordinance Title   

 

Town Attorney Rubin read the Ordinance Title. 

 

B. Staff Presentation and Recommendations 

 

Finance Director Pazanski announced that the Town of Juno Beach, Palm 

Beach County, Florida, setting and fixing a millage tax rate to be levied at 

1.9999 which represents a 3.69% increase over the rolled-back rate of 

1.9287 and went over the memorandum. He asked Council if they had any 

questions. 

 

C. ANNOUNCEMENT: The Town of Juno Beach, Palm Beach County, 

Florida, setting and fixing a millage tax rate to be levied at 1.9999 

which represents a 3.69% increase over the rolled-back rate of 1.9287.    

 

D. Public Hearing  

 

Public Hearing Opened at 5:48pm. 

 

Public Hearing Closed at 5:48pm. 

 

E. Council Motion/Second-Council Discussion 

 

Council discussed this item. 

 

F. Council Action 
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MOTION: Wheeler/Katz made a motion to approve first reading of 

Ordinance No. 724, setting and fixing a millage rate for the 2020/2021 

Fiscal Year. 

 

ACTION: The motion passed 4-0. 

 

4. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING: ORDINANCE NO. 725 (Time: 22:35 

– 1:26:40) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF JUNO 

BEACH, FLORIDA, ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

COMMENCING OCTOBER 1, 2020 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 

2021; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS AND AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 (Finance Director Pazanski) 

 

A. Town Attorney to Read Ordinance Title 

 

Town Attorney Rubin read the Ordinance Title. 

 

B. Staff Presentation 

 

Finance Director Pazanski went over the memorandum and asked Council 

if they had any questions. 

 

Vice Mayor Lyons asked Council to add the gazebo on the southwest 

corner of Pelican Lake to the capital improvements list and use the funds 

from Seminole Ridge to pay for it. 

 

Council discussed this item. 

 

Council gave consensus to add the gazebo on the southwest corner of 

Pelican Lake to the capital improvement list and use the funds from 

Seminole Ridge to pay for it. 

 

Councilmember Katz asked Council if they were interested in talking 

about phase 2 of Town Hall Park. 

 

Town Manager Lo Bello explained that phase 2 of Town Hall Park is 

complete as it included the sign and the connecting sidewalk. 

 

Councilmember Katz asked Council if they feel they are done with Town 

Hall Park. 

 

Council discussed this item. 

 

Council gave consensus to take another look and discuss Town Hall Park. 

 

Councilmember Katz asked Council for a consensus to add enhancing 

infrastructure and maintenance of Pelican Lake to the budget list. 
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Council discussed this item. 

 

Mayor Haselkorn stated that he wants to know what has already been 

committed over the past year that is in the budget. 

 

Councilmember Katz agreed. 

 

Town Manager Lo Bello stated that it will be brought back at the October 

meeting. 

 

Councilmember Katz expressed his thoughts on how the Town should 

contribute 50% of the items requested from the Police Department and the 

other 50% to come from the Police Foundation. 

 

Town Manager Lo Bello explained that the Police Foundation is a separate 

and distinct organization from the Town. He recommended that staff ask 

the advisors to the Foundation Board (the Chief and Major) to come to the 

Town first with requested items to see if the Town wants to fund them or 

if they should ask the Police Foundation.  

 

Council discussed this item. 

 

Council gave consensus to have the Chief of Police and/or Major come to 

the Town first with requests and then go to the Police Foundation. 

 

Vice Mayor Lyons confirmed that the Town has no influence over the 

Police Foundation. 

 

Councilmember Wheeler asked Council if they wanted to donate to the 

Historical Society of Palm Beach County in the amount of $250. 

 

Council discussed this item and questioned staff on past donations. 

 

MOTION: Wheeler/Lyons made a motion to add the Historical Society of 

Palm Beach County to the proposed contribution budget expenditure 

history list for an amount of $250. 

 

ACTION: The motion passed 4-0. 

 

MOTION: Wheeler/Lyons made a motion to approve the proposed 

contribution budget expenditure history list as amended. 

 

ACTION: The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Councilmember Wheeler questioned staff on the pay ranges. 

 

Councilmember Katz asked staff to explain the increases in salaries and 

benefits, as he has been receiving some emails regarding this matter. 
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Town Manager Lo Bello explained and stated that if any member of the 

public had a question on this item, they could contact him or the Finance 

Director. He also emphasized that they have no recommendation to defund 

the Police Department and expressed his gratitude for all the Town 

employees. 

 

Council continued to question staff on the budget. 

 

Councilmember Wheeler asked Council if they were interested in doing a 

salary survey. 

 

Finance Director Pazanski stated the City of West Palm Beach completed 

their study this year so he will forward it to Council. 

 

Councilmember Wheeler clarified that she does not think the intent of the 

POA was to say the Town was defunding the police.  

 

C. Public Hearing  

 

Public Hearing Opened at 6:43pm. 

 

Jim Ferguson, 391 Sunrise Way, on behalf of the Ecology Group, 

commented on the Ecology Group’s study and expressed that the Group’s 

goal is for the lake to be ecologically balanced. 

 

Diana Davis, 440 Sunset Way, on behalf of the Ecology Group, 

commented on the memorandum the Group sent to Council with 

recommendations for Pelican Lake. She asked Council to allocate $35,000 

for water quality monitoring, sampling, etc. and explained. 

 

Public Hearing Closed at 6:49pm. 

 

D. Council Motion/Second-Council Discussion 

 

Council discussed this item. 

 

E. Council Action 

 

MOTION: Wheeler/Lyons made a motion to approve the first reading of 

Ordinance No. 725, adopting a budget for the Fiscal Year 2020/2021. 

 

ACTION: The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Finance Director Pazanski requested that the motion include the backup 

with all the attachments, Pay Schedule and the 5-Year Capital 

Improvement Schedule.  
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MOTION: Wheeler/Lyons made a motion to approve the first reading of 

Ordinance No. 725, adopting a budget for the Fiscal Year 2020/2021 as 

amended. 

 

ACTION: The motion passed 4-0. 

 

5. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING: ORDINANCE NO. 726 (Time: 

1:26:41 – 1:36:30) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF JUNO 

BEACH, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL 

YEAR COMMENCING OCTOBER 1, 2019 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 

30, 2020; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS AND AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

  (Finance Director Pazanski) 

 

A. Town Attorney to Read Ordinance Title 

 

Town Attorney Rubin read the Ordinance Title. 

 

B. Staff Presentation 

 

Finance Director Pazanski went over the memorandum and asked Council 

if they had any questions. 

 

Council questioned staff on the budget amendments. 

 

C. Public Hearing  

 

Public Hearing Opened at 7:02pm. 

 

Public Hearing Closed at 7:02pm. 

 

D. Council Motion/Second-Council Discussion 

 

Council discussed this item. 

 

E. Council Action 

 

MOTION: Lyons/Katz made a motion to approve the first reading of 

Ordinance No. 726, amending the budget for Fiscal Year 2019/2020. 

 

ACTION: The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Mayor Haselkorn recessed the meeting at 7:03pm. 

 

Mayor Haselkorn reconvened the meeting at 7:09pm. 

 

6. HOBE SOUND ENVIRONMENTAL (Time: 1:43:00 – 3:44:50) 

(Director of Public Works Meriano) 
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Director of Public Works Meriano went over the memorandum and introduced Hobe 

Sound Environmental. 

 

Bob Weigt, Hobe Sound Environmental, went over his presentation (see attached) and 

asked Council if they had any questions.  

 

Council reviewed, discussed, and questioned Mr. Weigt and his Engineer Joe Capra. 

 

Public Comments Opened at 8:19pm. 

 

Red Dunn, 440 Sunset Way, asked Council to postpone this decision and explained how 

they should move forward with the Ecology Group’s request for the $35,000.   

 

Diana Davis, 440 Sunset Way, on behalf of the Ecology Group, explained the Ecology 

Group’s findings, concerns and interests for Pelican Lake.  

 

DD Halpern, 410 Apollo Drive, thanked Hobe Sound Environmental for their 

presentation and asked them a few questions. She asked Council if they would consider 

doing a charette with residents via zoom to get their thoughts on Pelican Lake. She also 

asked if the Town has a grant consultant and would love to hear from them. She 

recommended they start with water quality testing and explained. 

 

Public Comments Closed at 8:28pm. 

 

Council continued to discuss this item and the suggestion of a charette from Ms. Halpern. 

 

Council gave consensus to have staff conduct a workshop with the public, stakeholders, 

and the consultant in January to gather input about Pelican Lake and then provide 

Council with a plan on how to move forward. 

 

Town Manager Lo Bello recommended Council obtain proposals with capped dollar 

amounts on the following three items: evaluating and testing the water; cost of attending 

and facilitating a charette with the community and stakeholders; and coming up with a 

plan; and cost of guiding staff on a prudent maintenance plan. 

 

Vice Mayor Lyons expressed his thoughts and concerns on moving forward without 

public feedback. 

 

Mr. Weigt stated that they can come back with a proposal for water quality sampling and 

attending a charette.  

 

Council continued to discuss this item. 

 

Public Comments Opened at 8:57pm. 

 

Diana Davis, 440 Sunset Way, commented on the Fish and Wildlife Conservation grant 

and its deadline. She also commented on the samplings that were provided by the 

Ecology Group. 



Town Council Mtg. 09-08-20 

 

Page 8 

 

 

Jim Ferguson, 391 Sunrise Way, recommended that the Ecology Group have a 

conversation with the consultant prior to the January charette. 

 

Public Comments Closed at 8:58pm. 

 

Mr. Weigt confirmed that they will provide Council with three proposals to review and 

addressed Council’s questions. 

 

Councilmember Wheeler explained the reason why she is going to vote nay on this item. 

 

MOTION: Katz/Lyons made a motion to authorize the Mayor to execute the proposed 

contract between the Town of Juno Beach and HSEC for professional environmental 

services. 

 

ACTION: The motion passed 3-1 with Councilmember Wheeler opposed. 

 

Councilmember Wheeler expressed her concerns on having the Council be more specific 

on what they want so that staff is given proper direction. 

 

7. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING ON ORDINANCE NO. 727 – 

AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 423 (Time: 3:44:51 – 3:47:54) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF JUNO 

BEACH, FLORIDA, AMENDING DIVISION 2, “SEWER CONNECTION 

FEES AND WATER CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT CHARGES,” OF 

ARTICLE II, “FEES AND CHARGES,” OF CHAPTER 32, “WATER AND 

SEWERS,” OF THE TOWN CODE OF ORDINANCES TO EXEMPT 

SEPTIC TO SEWER CONVERSIONS FROM PAYMENT OF SEWER 

CONNECTION FEES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY 

AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.  

(Town Attorney Rubin) 

 

A. Town Attorney to Read Ordinance Title 

 

Town Attorney Rubin read the Ordinance Title. 

 

B. Staff Presentation 

 

Finance Director Pazanski went over the memorandum and asked Council if 

they had any questions. 

 

C. Public Hearing  

 

Public Hearing Opened at 9:13pm. 

 

Public Hearing Closed at 9:13pm. 

 

D. Council Motion/Second-Council Discussion 
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Council discussed this item. 

 

E. Council Action 

 

MOTION: Wheeler/Lyons made a motion to approved Ordinance No. 727 on 

first reading to exclude septic to sewer conversions from paying the sewer 

connection fees and to maintain the moratorium on the collection of such fees 

until the ordinance is adopted or 10/31/2020. 

 

ACTION: The motion passed 4-0. 

 

8. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING ON ORDINANCE NO. 722 – CIVIL 

RIGHTS ORDINANCE (Time: 3:47:55 – 3:57:20) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF JUNO 

BEACH, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 1, “GENERAL PROVISIONS,” OF 

THE TOWN CODE OF ORDINANCES BY ADOPTING A NEW SECTION 1-12, 

“CIVIL RIGHTS;” PROVIDING FOR A STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND THE 

ADOPTION OF THE JUNO BEACH CIVIL RIGHTS ACT; PROVIDING FOR 

CODIFICATION, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

(Town Attorney Rubin) 

 

A. Town Attorney to Read Ordinance Title 

Town Attorney Rubin read the Ordinance Title. 

 

B. Staff Presentation 

 

Town Attorney Rubin went over the memorandum and asked Council if they 

had any questions. 

 

C. Public Hearing  

 

Public Hearing Opened at 9:20pm. 

 

Rhonda Williams, 1209 Mainsail Circle, on behalf of the Board of Directors 

of Palm Beach County Human Rights Council, thanked Council for 

consideration of this Ordinance. 

 

Public Hearing Closed at 9:22pm. 

 

D. Council Motion/Second-Council Discussion 

 

Council discussed this item. 

 

E. Council Action 

 

MOTION: Lyons/Wheeler made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 722 – 

Civil Rights Ordinance on first reading. 

 

     ACTION: The motion passed 4-0. 
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Mayor Haselkorn recessed the meeting at 9:23pm. 

 

Mayor Haselkorn reconvened the meeting at 9:29pm. 

 

9. RESOLUTION 2020-06 – AMENDING THE FEE SCHEDULE TO ADDRESS 

THE VACATION RENTAL REGISTRATION FEE CHANGE (Time: 4:03:25 – 

5:04:40) 

(Per the request of Council) 
 

 Public Comments Opened at 9:30pm. 

 

Town Clerk Copeland read out loud a comment submitted through the Town’s web form 

by resident Gary Gelman (see attached).  

 

Public Comments Closed at 9:32pm. 

 

Councilmember Katz expressed his concerns on overregulating vacation rentals and 

asked Mayor Haselkorn to provide Council with a full and complete explanation of his 

friendship and the dissolution of his friendship with Gary Gelman.  

 

Mayor Haselkorn explained his position on the matter. 

 

Councilmember Katz asked Council if they feel that Mayor Haselkorn should voluntarily 

recuse himself from this or give a further explanation of his relationship with Gary 

Gelman. 

 

Town Attorney Rubin explained to Councilmember Katz that he cannot move that 

another Council member recuse himself discussing or voting on a matter.  Recusal is only 

permissible where there is a conflict of interest or an apparent conflict of interest. 

 

Councilmember Katz confirmed that Mayor Haselkorn is perfectly happy going forward 

with voting on this matter. 

 

Vice Mayor Lyons emphasized that the ordinance was never directed toward Mr. Gelman 

and explained. He also confirmed that if Council does not vote on this matter tonight then 

the fees will remain the same. 

 

Councilmember Wheeler commented on the process of this ordinance, how they should 

have an incremental fee schedule for multiple units, and the recusal matter. 

 

Mayor Haselkorn explained that he would consult with the Town Attorney before voting 

on any matter that involved Gary Gelman. 

 

Town Attorney Rubin explained that there is no evidence of a conflict of interest. He also 

emphasized that the ordinance and fees were clearly not directed to Gary Gelman. 

 

Councilmember Katz expressed his disturbance regarding Mayor Haselkorn’s conduct. 
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Mayor Haselkorn stated that he is not going to get into this matter publicly and explained.  

 

Councilmember Wheeler asked for a consensus that Council have staff investigate Gary 

Gelman’s property and see what they can do to help him out with the fees. 

 

No consensus was received. 

 

MOTION: Wheeler/Lyons made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2020-06 – the 

annual vacation rental registration and renewal fee. 

 

Vice Mayor Lyons explained that units are inspected separately. 

 

Councilmember Katz asked Director of Planning & Zoning Davila to explain the Village 

of Wellington’s recently adopted ordinance regulating Vacation Rentals. 

 

Director of Planning & Zoning Davila explained. 

 

Councilmember Katz expressed his concerns on overregulation. 

 

Councilmember Wheeler explained the purpose of the ordinance with regard to life safety 

issues. 

 

Vice Mayor Lyons asked Director of Planning & Zoning Davila if Mr. Gelman’s units 

passed the most recent inspection. 

 

Director of Planning & Zoning Davila stated no and explained staff’s review and 

inspection process for vacation rentals. 

 

Councilmember Wheeler expressed her concerns on “line iteming” things and sometimes 

it can be looked at differently. 

 

Councilmember Katz reiterated his concern regarding overregulation. 

 

ACTION: The motion passed 4-0. 

 

Councilmember Wheeler asked for consensus from Council to have staff look at 

staggering or incrementing fees for multiple units (in the same building abutting each 

other) and bring it back to a Council meeting. 

 

No consensus was received. 

 

Councilmember Katz asked Council for consensus to look and review the Vacation 

Rental Ordinance again at a future meeting. 

 

No consensus was received. 
 

10. FILLING OF TOWN COUNCIL VACANCY (Time: 5:04:41 – 5:33:54) 

(Town Attorney Rubin) 
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 Councilmember Wheeler explained the criteria she is looking for in a candidate. 

 

 Mayor Haselkorn opened the floor for nominations and nominated John Callaghan. 

 

Councilmember Wheeler and Councilmember Katz expressed their concerns and 

opposition. 

 

 Councilmember Katz nominated Bob Hamilton. 

 

 Vice Mayor Lyons and Mayor Haselkorn expressed their concerns and opposition. 

 

 Mayor Haselkorn nominated Elaine Cotronakis. 

  

 Councilmember Wheeler nominated Jim Ferguson. 

 

 Vice Mayor Lyons expressed his concerns with Jim Ferguson. 

  

 No votes were taken. 

 

 Council gave consensus to continue discussing this item at 10:30pm at the next meeting. 

 

11. DISCUSSION FROM GOAL SETTING WORKSHOP ON DEVELOPMENT  

PLANNING FOR US 1  

(Per the request of Council) 

 

12. COMMENTS FROM TOWN MANAGER  

 

13. COMMENTS FROM TOWN ATTORNEY  

 

14. COMMENTS FROM STAFF  

 

15. COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL  

 

16. ADJOURNMENT (Time: 5:33:55) 

 

Mayor Haselkorn adjourned the meeting at 11:00 pm. 

 

Minutes Approved on September 23, 2020. 

 

  


