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Historical and Landmarks Tour 

Historical and Landmarks Tour 
All of the sites covered by this tour are asso-

ciated with various periods in the history of the 
Juno Beach area. The subjects and sites vividly 
illustrate the transformation of this entire region 
from a basically rural, isolated area to a modern, 
urbanized mega-city that stretches from south of 
Miami to the north end of Palm Beach County. The 
tour will also highlight current landmarks and the 
natural surroundings of the area.

www.Juno-Beach.FL.US/History
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Download the Mobile App to Take the

Self-Guided Tour on Your 
GPS-Enabled Mobile Device
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 Website: www.Juno-Beach.FL.US/History

 Tour Map: You’re looking at it, enjoy! 

 13 Historical Interpretive Signs:
Located throughout the Town of Juno Beach

Mobile App by:
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ORIGINAL JUNO BEACH FISHING PIER

PHOTO CREDITS: Historical Society of Palm Beach County; 
Palm Beach Post; ZUMA Press.
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■ The 7½-mile Celestial Railroad, officially 
named the Jupiter and Lake Worth Railway 
(J. & L.W.), operated from 1889 to 1895. 

■ In those days, ocean-going ships had no 
navigable access to Lake Worth and its 
towns, such as West Palm Beach. The 

 Celestial Railroad provided the essential 
link between Jupiter Inlet and the northern 
end of the lake, where people and goods 
could then transfer to lake steamers.

■ So essential was this connection that 
 passengers paid a whopping 75 cents 

(equivalent to more than $20 today) for 
 this half-hour trip. 

■ The route of this three-foot, narrow-gauge 
line ran through what is now Ocean Drive 

 in present-day Juno Beach.

■ The train had two passenger coaches and 
three freight cars, which always pointed 
south. In order to head north, the train had 
to travel in reverse. 

■ Though the train only had two stations, 
Jupiter and Juno, its builders had planned 
two additional stations called Venus and 
Mars. Many Juno Beach street names 

 carry out that celestial theme today.

■ The Celestial Railroad did not survive the 
competition of Henry Flagler’s Florida East 
Coast Railway, which bypassed the area 
and ran the entire length of the state. 

Passengers paid a whopping 75 cents (equivalent 
to more than $20 today) for this half-hour trip.CELESTIAL 

RAILROAD
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This marker was donated by
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■  On this site, a Standard Oil gas station built 
around 1949 became Juno Beach’s first 
Town Hall in 1961, when the population 

 was approximately 250.

■ The Town leased the building for $1 per 
year until it took ownership in 1974. Three 
neighboring condominiums, wishing to 

 ensure it would remain a town hall for
 at least ten more years, purchased the 
 property from Standard Oil for $65,000. 

They sold it to the town for $35,000.

■  The front left of the former gas station 
 was extended to make room for the Town 

Commission table, which was located in 
 the space where cars had parked for gas.

■  The Town Commission/Council used the 
building for meetings and staff offices 

 until 1991, when the present Town Center 
 was built. By then, the population had grown 

to more than 2,000.

■  This Town Hall was demolished in 1992.

THE FIRST JUNO BEACH TOWN HALL

The Town leased the building for $1 per 
year until it took ownership in 1974.

The First Juno 
Beach Town Hall
Photo: August 1965

In loving memory of his wife, Amazing Grace. 
This marker was donated by Jack Kneuer. 

PHOTO CREDITS: Historical Society of Palm Beach County; 
Palm Beach Post; ZUMA Press.

Juno Beach Pier and the Original Juno Beach Fishing Pier 
The 990-foot-long Juno Beach Pier was built by Palm Beach County 
in 1999. The pier is managed by the Loggerhead Marinelife Center 

Juno Beach Park 
This Palm Beach County park serves residents and tourists who 
come to visit the pier and its lifeguard-supervised beaches.  
Along with free parking, amenities include picnic tables, showers 
and restrooms. 

Juno Dunes Natural Area (West Tract)
This 527-acre reserve is so unique in south Florida. It is easily ac-
cessible by car from U.S. 1, a half mile north of Donald Ross Road, 
and by boat from the Intracoastal Waterway. Stop at the informa-
tion kiosk by the parking entrance and learn about its different 
botanical zones and about the wildlife that is adapted to them. 

Loggerhead Marinelife Center and Eleanor Fletcher 
The Loggerhead Marinelife Center is our major tourist attraction 
in Juno Beach, drawing more than 350,000 visitors a year. Its 
mission is to promote conservation of the ocean ecosystem with 
a special focus on threatened and endangered sea turtles. The 
history of the center begins with the fascinating story of Eleanor 
Fletcher, which is told on the plaque.

Juno Dunes Natural Area (Oceanfront Tract) at Loggerhead Park
This 42-acre reserve is one of the very rare tracts of land in 
coastal Florida that remains in its natural condition. This ancient 
sand dune is only 44 feet above sea level but is believed to be 
one of the highest natural points in Palm Beach County. The 
audio tour tells you why this tract is unique in the county, and 
also introduces you to the story of Jonathan Dickinson and his 
party shipwrecked near here in 1696. The kiosk by the entrance 
will introduce you to its diverse ecosystems.

Celestial Railroad Historical Marker
This marker commemorates the Jupiter and Lake Worth Railway 
which operated right where you are standing for only six years 
from 1889 to1895. The history of the Celestial Railroad is more 
fully covered at Stop 12 where you will see photos of the train 
and its exact route.

Juno Beach Camp Historic Site

and Hulda Erikson who, in 1932, built a set of rustic guest cabins 
and a roadside convenience store they called the Juno Beach 
Camp. The street running through Loggerhead Park is named 
Erikson Way to commemorate them.

The Motel Era and Tunnel 

gives you a good idea of what you would have seen if you were 
driving here in the 1950s to 1970s. Don’t miss the tunnel under 

Zephyr Way–Juno Beach Homes of the 1950s

of Donald Ross Road. Visiting it is a bit like stepping into a time 

machine and seeing Juno Beach as it was in the 1950s. The town 
wanted to preserve the character of this quaint neighborhood, so 
it is designated as one of its three Historic Preservation Districts.

The Dawn of Tourism 
This stop will take you back to the 1930s and 1940s, when the 

shows colorful advertisements and aerial images from that era, 
and how the Surf Cottages motel served as a Coast Guard station 
during World War II. 

The First Town Hall and Town Hall Park
Although Juno Beach was incorporated as a town in 1953, it had 

and restaurants. The town leased and later purchased a gas 
station that formerly stood here. They renovated it to serve as its 
Town Hall and Police Station from 1961 to 1991. 

The Celestial Railroad 
The Jupiter and Lake Worth Railway, better known as the Ce-
lestial Railroad, operated from 1889 to 1895. The audio tour 
will take you back to the 1880s, and you’ll learn how this line 
changed the life of the settlers, why it was essential to the open-
ing of Palm Beach, and why it ran for only six years.
 
September 11 Remembrance
In a cool, shady area beside the bubbling fountain on the north 
side of Town Center, you’ll see a sculpture by West Palm Beach 
artist Mark Fuller. It commemorates America’s resilience in the 
face of the tragedy on that date in 2001.

Town Center and Police Department

site in Town Hall Park where it had been housed in a converted 

public and private support and contains the town’s administra-

there’s lots to see inside. The audio tour has three parts: inter-
esting details about the building itself and the events that take 
place here, a guided tour of the interior of the building, and an 
introduction to our Police Department.

Eleanor Fletcher and the Children’s Museum 
This plaque tells the impressive story of Eleanor Fletcher. Fas-
cinated by sea turtles, she began learning everything she could 
about their behavior. Her Children’s Museum of Juno Beach 
evolved into today’s Loggerhead Marinelife Center.

Mercury Road—Juno Beach Businesses in the 1950s
In 1950, the Bessemer Properties Corporation intended to create 
Juno Beach as a tourist destination with the main attraction 
being the Fishing Pier at the end of this block. Their vision, never 
realized, was that there would be bustling tourist shops on both 
sides of this street, and they even dubbed it the Juno Beach 
Shopping Center.

The Original Juno Beach Fishing Pier 
At the east end of Mercury Road, there’s a historical plaque show-
ing and describing the original Juno Beach Fishing Pier. Made of 

steel, it extended 550 feet into the ocean. Completed in 1950, it 
was the key part of the developer’s vision for Juno Beach. 

“The Castle”   

created by a retired Chicago builder in 1985, who wished to 
create a dream house for his wife. With turrets, archways, Roman 
statuary, and leaded-glass windows, it appears to have been 
transported from Renaissance Italy. 

Pelican Lake 
Imagine standing here 150 years ago when South Florida was 
virtually unsettled. You would have been amid an extended 
marsh. Its waters were gently flowing southward through Kagan 
Park and the Seminole Golf Club until they reached Little Lake 

The Creation of Juno Beach 
The images and details on this plaque reveal how the core of 
Juno Beach was transformed from marsh and scrubland to a 
booming tourist mecca in a little over a decade. It explains the 
layout and attractions that were planned by Bessemer Properties 
of West Palm Beach. 

From Motels to Condos 

the beach access path. The Greenbrier, which stands just across 

Beach. It may entertain you to see how the apartments were being 
marketed at that time and how much they were being sold for. 

The Pelican Lake Ecosystem 
In the late 1940’s, the developer who decided to create Juno 
Beach as a resort wanted Pelican Lake and the Fishing Pier to 
be its key features. The plaque explains how a lake was created 
from a marsh, whose waters rose and fell considerably with the 
season. During a short stroll along the south side of the Lake, the 
audio tour will teach you about the lake’s water, and some inter-

The Founders of Juno Beach and Kagan Park
This park is named after Stanley Kagan, the highly-respected 
mayor of Juno Beach from 1956 to 1969. It contains picnic tables, 
a playground, basketball hoops, exercise bars and a bocce court in 
the upper area. 
South of the park is the world-class Seminole Golf Club. In the 
1960s and 1970s, you would have seen a famous landmark on 

water tower for the adjacent golf club was taller than the Jupiter 
Lighthouse. 

NextEra Energy/Florida Power & Light Co.
Juno Beach is the headquarters of the world’s largest utility com-
pany, NextEra Energy, and the world’s largest generator of renew-
able energy from the wind and sun. Its subsidiary, Florida Power 
& Light Company is the largest rate-regulated electric utility in 
the United States. The audio tour also explains the fascinating 
story of a species of butterfly that lives here.
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Audio Tour Available On
Mobile App

Audio Tour Available on PocketSights Mobile App 




