FLOODPLAIN COMMITTEE MEETING

January 7, 2016
Celestial Conference Room

PRESENT:		Andrea Dobbins, Project Coordinator/Risk Manager
			Joseph Lo Bello, Town Manager
			Ruben Cruz, Director of Planning & Zoning
			Anthony Meriano, Director of Public Works
			Frank Davila, Planning Technician
			Caitlin Copeland, Administrative Secretary

ALSO PRESENT:	David Manchester
			Bill Kolmer
			Deborah McCracken
			Geri Brackman
			Warren Turner
			Chris Banker
			David Cox


1) CALL TO ORDER
Project Coordinator Dobbins called the meeting to order at 10:03 AM

2) Nationwide Representative Presentation-Flood Insurance and FEMA Map Changes (Committee Member Chris Banker)

Project Coordinator/Risk Manager Dobbins thanked Committee Member Chris Banker for arranging a Nationwide Representative to explain flood insurance and the FEMA map changes.

Chris Banker wished everyone a Happy New Year and introduced Nationwide representative Deborah McCracken.

Deborah McCracken stated that she understood Juno Beach’s primary concern is the flood remapping and what it means to the pocketbook. She explained how a flood map’s purpose is to help the flood insurance industry by starting with the flood zones.  She also explained the definition of the word flood and how important it is to know.

David Cox questioned that if a main water break occurred, does the flood insurance cover the damage.

Deborah McCracken confirmed that the flood insurance would cover a main water break.

Chris Banker stated that if you do not have insurance and you have a pipe burst or main water break the HOA cannot cover the damages.

Deborah McCracken stated that that was correct.

Chris Banker explained the different types of flooding that can occur.

Ms. Dobbins asked about how important flood insurance is to people who are on the upper floors of the condos.

Deborah McCracken explained different types of flooding that is covered by flood insurance.

Planning & Zoning Director Ruben Cruz questioned if heavy rains come through the ceiling would that be considered as flood damage.

Deborah McCracken stated that no that is not considered flood damage.

Chris Banker explained that that would be a master policy issue based on breach of land piece that is still part of the equation.

David Cox questioned if rising water accumulating on the land is considered to be flood damage.

Deborah McCracken stated yes and gave an example.

Geri Brackman stated that there was no need to get flood insurance but it is important to be educated on the matter.

Deborah McCracken explained how every building in this country is a flood zone.  Everyone is capable of getting flood insurance.  She stated how you are more likely to experience flood damage than fire damage to a home.  She also recommended that if there was a disaster to immediately apply for disaster assistance. 

Deborah McCracken explained the Coastal Barriers Resource Act, CBRS/CBRA and primary rating factors. 

Mr. Turner questioned how a 12 story building with a garage would be affected.

Deborah McCracken stated that it depends, a garage in that situation is like a basement.

David Cox questioned what if you’re in an X zone and you have a basement with three walls and one wall closed?

Deborah McCracken stated that she would have to look into it.

Mr. Turner questioned if an elevation certificate was sought and paid for would it include all the details that are needed?

Deborah McCracken stated yes, it provides all the details of the property. Elevation certificates follow the properties.

Ms. Dobbins stated that she was the elevation certificate holder for the town.

Mr. Turner questioned Ms. Dobbins if she had the most recent elevation certificated for all the condominiums in the Town.

Ms. Dobbins stated no.

Ms. Dobbins stated that when the new maps get established then you will have to have a new elevation certificate done.

Chris Banker questioned Deborah McCracken about the importance of accuracy on the elevation certificates as well as flood insurance policy.

Deborah McCracken stated that it was very important when it comes to claims time.  If done incorrectly then the policy is reformed and you will have to pay the difference and that difference would be deducted from your claim.

Chris Banker clarified that if the elevation certificate and policy information are accurate then your claim would be paid in full.

Ms. Dobbins questioned what the most important bullet points were to give residents.

Deborah McCracken stated that residents should keep track of the flood zones and their changes.

Ms. Dobbins stated that it is the residents’ responsibility to notify their insurance agent once their zone has changed.

Chris Banker stated that residents are required to disclose any changes in their situation to their insurance agent.

Deborah McCracken recommended that everyone should stay in touch with their insurance agent.

Ms. Dobbins stated that any further questions can be sent to her and she will send them by email to Deborah McCracken.

Mr. Turner questioned Deborah McCracken about living on a 12th floor in a V zone, does it make sense to get flood insurance now or wait for the new flood map.

Deborah McCracken stated yes, she recommends getting flood insurance now.
	
Town Manager Lo Bello questioned if there was another reason to get flood insurance.

Deborah McCracken stated that having insurance is important, plus your policy can transfer to a new owner if selling the property.

Ms. Dobbins questioned if a policy can change with new owners.

Deborah McCracken stated yes the policy will stay with the property and can be transferred to the new owners.

Chris Banker questioned Deborah McCracken what residents can expect in the next 12 months in regards to the flood maps.

Deborah McCracken stated that Ms. Dobbins has the maps that are good to go off of.  V-zone rates are higher than A zone rates.

Ms. Dobbins stated that they are discussing X zones.

David Cox questioned if anything had changed since they last looked at the map.

Ms. Dobbins stated no but areas further north like Ocean Royale and Seaview are affected. Explained how they were affected based upon the map.

Town Manager Lo Bello stated that that area was the only area that goes across the street. 

Town Manager Lo Bello questioned if they should expect a price jump for Seaview.

Deborah McCracken stated that the price could jump.  The bigger issue would be requiring the elevation certificates for the older homes.  Secondary homeowners would receive an increase in price.

Deborah McCracken stated that commercial buildings will be impacted as well.

David Cox questioned why he should recommend people to buy individual flood insurance.

Deborah McCracken stated that the flood insurance would cover the residents’ contents as well as the structural unit attached.

David Cox stated that he was not going to buy flood insurance.

Town Manager Lo Bello stated that mold was a big issue.

Chris Banker stated that if you don’t have the coverage then you are responsible.  Revisions are happening all over the country.  He thanked Deborah McCracken for her terrific resources and if anyone should have any other questions, to let Ms. Dobbins know so that she can forward them to Deborah McCracken.

3) Discussion of Stormwater Management Project- Juno Ocean Walk Local Mitigation Strategy (LMS) Priority List (Project Coordinator/Risk Manager Dobbins)
Project Coordinator Dobbins provided an update for the RV Park stating that she had submitted the grant to Palm Beach County and they placed it on their prioritized list, meaning that they are number 6 on their list which is great. Also, when they receive funds they are better positioned for that list.  It would benefit the community.

David Manchester stated that he appreciates everyone’s efforts on this matter.  They are trying to eliminate future problems.

Ms. Dobbins stated that they will mitigate and help the situation.

David Manchester stated that they are trying to get the water out as quickly as possible.

David Cox asked if they were given permission to put the water into environmental lands.

[bookmark: _GoBack]David Manchester stated no, but they have a huge area called the “Dog Walk” where there is a piping system that they pump the water into.  The water then goes down into the soil and probably into the preserve at the water table.  A lot of water can be put into this area.


4) Comments from the Committee

None.


5) Adjournment
Project Coordinator Dobbins adjourned the meeting at 11:33 AM
